THE    MEMOIRS    OF
kidneys, which he gruesomely stripped of the shrivelled
yellow fat, and then replaced in the corpse, the incision
being sewn up by Lorra with kangaroo sinew threaded
through a bone needle. The body was next anointed with
the gum which was normally used in place of pitch upon
the canoes and weapons, and the head was decorated by
vari-coloured feathers, which were stuck to the bald skull
with the same material. The corpse was then wrapped in a
new opossum-skin rug, the fur turned inwards, and the
exposed surface fancifully daubed with crude designs in
coloured earths. A rough structure was then erected, made
like a table of green boughs, upon which the corpse was laid.
A number of small fires were then lit at a short distance
along each side, and four unarmed warriors began to walk
sombrely round the corpse, waving green boughs over it, at
times making feinting rushes as if to drive away some
invisible being, chanting the whole time a monotonous dirge.
This mourning ceremony continued throughout the day and
night until the funeral, which, like all their important
occasions, was fixed to take place at sunrise.
A party of warriors, using the djins* wooden paddles, were
detailed to dig the grave. None slept during the night,
which was filled continually with renewed lamentations and
funeral dances; and the fires were kept brightly burning.
As the'grey light of dawn appeared the grave-diggers came
to announce that all was ready, and the entire tribe assembled
for the obsequies of their carandjie. The men were unarmed,
their bodies smeared horribly with coloured earths, white
and red predominating, and each man carried a shell in one
hand and a green bough in the other.
Eight warriors now took up the rough stretcher on which
the body lay, turned it so that it was carried feet first, and
the procession to the grave began, men, women and children
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